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Signature Campaign to Shame ASEAN for SPDC’s Participation

WLB has put forth a tremendous idea for confronting the shameful participation of the SPDC at the ASEM meeting in
Hanoi in October. On August 8™ the 37" anniversary of ASEAN and the 16™ anniversary of the 8-8-1988 people’s
uprisings, in collaboration with the statement below, we will launch a grassroots signature campaign to ask the European
Union not to allow Burma to attend the ASEM meeting this October.

It is of the utmost importance that this campaign represents as many voices from Burma as possible. That is why we ask
for signatures from people from Burma and our friends in solidarity in the international community.

As a united front, we hope to present the representative of the chair of the European Union with the signatures we all
collect on September 21, 2004, International Peace Day. In addition, those who want peace in Burma will hold activities
on this day to draw more attention to their call to end violence and restore peace in Burma.

On the 8th of the 8" 1967, ASEAN was born. The 5 countries that signed the ASEAN Declaration joined together for
shared peace and prosperity.

Today, ASEAN certainly enjoys more prosperity, but co-operative peace is an issue that presentsa recurring
nightmare for ASEAN members.

ASEAN had a shocking coming of age party. On its 21st birthday - the 8th of the 8th 1988 - Burma, a country projected
to join the fold, shot down thousands of peaceful, unarmed pro-democracy protesters on the streets of Rangoon.

In 1990, the same regime ignored the results of a governmental election they called but dismally lost.

The other ASEAN members sought to influence the regime by bringing it into their club. This approach has been an
unmitigated failure; the regime continues to use non-co-operative, non-peaceful methods to rule. ASEAN has chosen to
keep such a member in their midst.

ASEAN itself has grown weary of the Burmese regime’s lack of political will to change. Member countries expressed
their disappointment and displeasure when the regime ambushed Daw Aung San Suu Kyi's cavalcade on May 30th 2003.
When Daw Aung San Suu Kyi, U Tin Oo and other NLD leaders were arrested and put in detention, ASEAN members
officially called for their release in July 2003.

The Bangkok Process was initiated to spur much needed political change in Burma, and to create a "road
map" for co-operative peace. But the regime is not attending any further meetings and the country's National
Convention, fully orchestrated by the regime as it is, has been postponed.

We call on ASEAN to stop tolerating this abuse, and to demand that the SPDC stands down from ASEAN before
it takes the chair in 2006.

ASEAN and the international community should mput in place a process to ensure the 2006 chairmanship is filled by the
democratically elected leaders of Burma.

We call on the people of ASEAN countries to demand it takes real steps towards promoting peace in the region.
This should include monitoring all members' - and particularly Burma's - implementation of the "Declaration on the

Elimination of Violence Against Women in the ASEAN Region" (June 30th 2004).

Asia and Europe will meet at the Fifth Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM 5) in Hanoi in October 2004. As a member of
ASEAN, Burma is supposed to attend. We do not expect the people of Europe to accept their representatives entering
into discussion with a military that conscripts children, systematically rapes ethnic women and detains the rightful
leaders of the country under house arrest.

We also call on the EU to maintain its position to refuse Burma's military dictatorship a place at the October
ASEM meeting.

Contact: Hseng Noung + 66 1 8844 963 Thin Thin Aung + 91989 125 2316
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